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Isa1an li. 5 


. Look unto the rock whence ye 
are hewen, and the hole of 
the pit whence ye are dig- 
ged. Look unto Abraham 
your father, and to Sarah 


that bare you. 


S there is a natural love planted by 

inſtint in man towards his own 
poſterity, which reaches down to 

childrens children; ſo this affecti- 
on reverts, and runs up beyond 
the living into the line of our dead 
anceſtors : and the farther we can trace our ori- 
ginal upwards, the greater is our delight in, the 
greater is our glory ing of it. The care and 
ſtudy of genealogies was ever cultivated and 
honoured among the Gentiles, and much more 
among the Jews ; whoſe national boaſt it was 


that they had Abraham for their father, that they 
2015'S e Were 
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were hewn from this rock. And we Chriſtians, 
tho' informed by Scripture that our forefathers 
are but ſojourners upon earth, are yet prompted. 
by nature /to preſerve the memorials of them: 
we too enroll their names, and garniſh their ſe- 
pulchres; and tho many generations of them 
are paſſed away, yet we think it no ſmall luftre 
to our family, to be able to ſay, that their tombs 
are with us to this day. Yea in general, the 
tombs of the dead are more venerable than the 
palaces of the living; and that ſcience of gene. 
alogies, ſo honoured among all nations, 1s toun- 
ded on this hereditary glory. 

Thus tar is the direction of Nature, inducing 
all the ſons of men, Gentiles, Jews and Chri- 
ſtians, to own their original alliance, that they 
were hewn from one rock : by this they all ſeem 
to look back to Adam their father, and to Eve that 
bare them. 

Now if inſtin teaches us to pay ſuch regard 
to thoſe who are our fathers by natural deſcent, 
ſhall not Religion oblige us to pay a greater to 
thoſe, who are our fathers by the Covenant of 
God 2 For in the eſtimation of God the former 
relation of deſcent is of no account: they are 
not reckoned among the ſeed or race of 4braham, 
who were lineally deſcended from him, born af- 
ter the fleſh; but only thoſe, who were made chil- 
dren by the Covenant. By this Covenant the 
Gentile ſtranger became as truly the ſeed of A. 
braham, as the Jew born in the land; and the 
children which God did all along raiſe up unto 
Abraham out of theſe ſtones, were as much ac- 
8 cepted, 


? CT 
cepted, as thoſe hewn out of that natural 
rock. 

And if it be thus honaurable to defcend from 
the ſeed of 4braham which God had choſen, it is 
ſtill more honourable to derive from the houſe of 

Aaron, which God ſeparated from that choſen 
ſeed, to place in a nearer relation to himſelf. | 
Thus ſaid Moſes : Hear, I pray you, ye ſons of Numb. 
Levi : — it a ſmall thing, that God ſhould ſepa- 795 
rate you from the congregation, to bring you near un- 
to himſelf 2 No; it is the greateſt, and the moſt 
N relation in the whole houſe of Tſrael. 

Now the Chriſtian hath this advantage among 
many others above the Jew, that whereas that 
Legal adminiſtration in holy things was confi- 
ned to the houſe of Aaron and the tribe of Levi, 
the Chriſtian Priefihood admits into it all per- 
{ons from whatever family or tribe lineally de- 
ſcended. As under the law Levi was divided in 
Jacob, being intermix'd, tho' not incorporated 
with the other tribes ; ſo under the Goſpel the 
other tribes flow back into Levi, being adeitved 
not only to dweil among, but to be of it: ſo that 
in our 7ſrael it is the moſt numerous of all the 
tribes, 

But whether under the Law or the Goſpel, 
whether among the Jews or Chriſtians, the Order 
it ſelf is the moſt honourable, in that it brings 
us near unto God. For as in the Jewiſh Charch 
adoption into the Covenant of Abraham was more 
honourable, than deſcent from him; and ſepara- 
tion to the Prieſthood more ſo, than adoption 
into the Covenant: ſo in the Chriſtian Church, 

A 4 admiſ- 


CS 


admiſſion into it by Baptiſm is more honourable, 


than our birth into the world ; but our appoint- 
ment to miniſter in it is ſtill more honourable, 

than our admiſſion into it. 
This is the Order which we, my brethren, have 
Bp all of us the honour todeſcend from, ſome among 
q us to be of: an Order ſet apart by God for the 
edifying of his Church. This is the rock, from 
whence we are hewn, choſen of God, and preci- 
ous, and hallow'd for the building of his Tem- 
ple. Indeed this Rock the modern builders have 
refuſed: this Order wicked men have of late re- 
jected, and prophanely ſlandered, as the burthen 
of a people, and the peſt of ſocicties ; as an Or- 
der compoſed of idle or wicked men, of ſuper- 
ſtitious dreamers, or violent incendiaries; on one 
hand, the direct hinderers of the publick good, by 
| Exod.v.4. letting the people from their works thro' their fre- 
quent pretences of ſacrificing to the Lord, of 
keeping multitudes of feaſts and faſts, whence the 
tale of bricks fails, the publick income is dimi- 
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Matt. x. publick miſchief, by ſetting the people at variance 
33. thro their various pretences of believing, of their 
doctrines and Confeſſions, whence come wars, 
maſſacres, perſecutions: an Order, which inſtead 
of uſeful knowledge, brings in ignorance; inſtead 


in a word, an Order, that either impoveriſhes or 
Acts xvii, infeſts, that brings under or turns the world upfide 
6 down; and that ought therefore to be regulated, 
| or extirpated from off the earth. 
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Ibid. 34. Of induſtry, idleneſs; inſtead of peace, a ſword: 


niſned; on the other hand, as direct promoters of _ 
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An heavy charge, and ſeemingly terrible, 
brought againſt our Order; but happily the very 
ſame in the main articles thereof, that the Egyp- 
tian task-maſters brought againſt Moſes and Aa- 
ron; and the Jewiſh rulers againſt Chriſt and his 

Ahpoſtles. : 

But, my brethren, leſt any among you, 

' whoſe employments may not lead to the know- 

' ledge of theſe things, ſhould, for want of infor- 
mation in them, be afraid thro' the terrors, or 
aſham'd thro' the accuſations of theſe men, to 

' own his deſcent from this Order; but that on 

the contrary ye may have ſomewhat more both 

to glory on this behalf, and utterly to ſhame 
thoſe, who, ſo cruelly, ſo diſdainfully, ſo deſpite- 
fully ſpeak againſt the righteous ; I crave your at- 

' tention, whilſt I ſet betore you the tranſcendent 

excellency of our Order, above all other orders, 

: ranks, or profeſſions of men. For in the confi- - 

' dence of accuſing zf they are bold, in the cou- 2 Cor. xi. 

rage of vindicating it will not misbecome us to 21. 

e bold alſo. 

Now in this cauſe, ſince theſe men and their 
abettors appeal chiefly unto fact, judging of the 
Order by the perſons, therefore unto tact chiefly 
will we go. Wherefore I crave your leave allo, 
that in conformity to theſe I may invert the 
right method, and ſo ſhew the excellency of our 
Order, 1 
| _ -x*, From the dignity of the perſons, that have 
been of it, who have been in all ages the great 
lights and benefactors to the world. 
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But foraſmuch, as had the perſons failed, yet 
the Order it ſelf ſtands good; I ſhall proceed to 
prove its excellency from that ſurer argument, 
tho poſtpon'd, namely, 3 

24%, From the dignity- of its inſtitution: in 
that it is an Order ot men, which God has cho. 
fen out of, and appointed to laſt to the end of, the 
— 4 an Order perpetual, univerſal, unalter- 
able. 

And after we have thus look'd back, and ſur- 
vey d the great and glorious men, that have 
fucceſſively been of our Order, and have ſhone 
forth and done good to the world ; I ſhall, 
- the proper effect of ſuch a view or retro. 

ct, | 
Fa, Exhort you to maniteſt your relation to 
them, by imitating their examples, and by wal- 
king worthy of ſuch a deſcent. | 

I, Let us look back and take a view of the 
perſons, that have from the beginning of the 
Church been of this Order, viz. of the Foun- 
der and his Succeſſors in the Chriſtian Prieſt- 
hood. 2 

What an everlaſting glory was it to the ſeed 

of Abraham, that the Son of God ſhould take that 
ſeed upon himſelf in preference to the nature of 
Angels; and ſhould not be aſhamed to call us 
brethren, who according to that true confeſſion of 
Abraham our father, are but duſt and aſhes > But 
then what a peculiar honour was it to the ſeed 
of Aaron, what an exceeding glory to our ſacred 
Calling, that the Son of God ſhould not be aſha- 


med to partake of the ſame, nay, and to be regu- 


larly 
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larly calld to it. For as no man taketh this ho Heb. v. 4; 
' nour unto himſelf, but he that is called of God, as 5- 

was Aaron; ſo Chriſt glorify d not himſelf to be 

made an high prieſt ; but he that ſaid unto him, 

Thon art my Son; this day have I begotten thee. 

A s he was thus called of God from his mother's - 
womb, ſo was he publickly conſecrated and ad- 
mitted to this office at the proper age. For as 

the Levites were to be thirty years old, every one Num. iv. 
that came to do the ſervice of the miniſtry ; ſo 47. 
when Chriſt began to be about thirty years of age, Luke iii. 
then the Spirit of the Lord, the Holy Ghoſt, came 23. 
upon him in a bodily ſhape, to anoint him, and to 
ſend him forth fo preach the Goſpel, to do the ſer- 
'vice of the Evangelical Miniſtry. Accordingly 
being thus made a Prieſt, the High prieſt of our Heb iii. i: 
ö profeſſion, regularly called, conſecrated, and ſent vii. 28. 
'forth, as in the days of his Miniſtration he was - 
faithful to him who appointed him; fo at the end iii. 2. 
of thoſe days he ſent others, as the Father had John xx. 
Sent him, to miniſter in the ſame office by a per- 21 
petual ſucceſſion. Was the Saviour of the world 

a Prieſt then? Ye ſee, that he was a Prieſt, the 
firſt of our Order, which he founded, and which 
he honour'd with his perſonal Miniſtration. As 
we live, no man, nor order of men, fhall rob us of 
this boaſting. He was a Prieſt, an High prieſt, 
or Biſhop; in both reſpects a ſhepherd of fouls ; 1 Per. ii. 
and he appointed the Prieſthood in the. ſame or- 25: 
naeh and whether this appointment be prieſt- 
craft or not, thoſe blaſphemers ſhall: ſee in that 
dey, and ſhall be everlaſtingly convinc'd-fram that 


hand, which originally ordain'd it. 
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Next in ſucceſſion in the Chriſtian Prieſthood | 
is the glozicus company of the Apoſtles, which | 
ſtand next to the great Founder in the head of 
our genealogy, men of everlaſting renown, God 
having filled them with the Holy Ghoſt, and 
wrought great glory by them in laying the foun- . 
dations of his Church. Theſe men, whoſe com- 
miiſion went out beyond the bounds of the great 
eſt empires and dominions, even unto the ends of , 
the world; having power given them over all na- 
tions, and over Nature, yea beyond, over the 
principalities and powers of darkneſs; theſe, | 
whoſe names are recorded in the Book of Life, 
and whoſe days are kept in the Catholick 
Church, theſe, the Arosrrzs were our ance. 
ſtors. i 
From theſe let us deſcend to their . | 
the Bisnors and Faruters of the Catholick 1 
Church, which have been honour'd in their 
ſeveral generations. We look back with won- 
der upon the catalogues of great men among ? 
the Greeks and Romans; which ſucceeding each 
other, did for many hundred years ſnine ſo bright : 
in thoſe two parts of the heathen world; and 1 
doubtleſs they ſhone the brighter, becauſe of the g 
darkneſs that ſurrounded them. 

But Chriſtianity, which open d a new ſcene of 1 
things, rais d alſo anew race of men, Biſhops and 
Fathers, in whom there appear d a glory, ſuperi- | 
or to what had been ſeen before, in knowled ge '7 
and ſanity ; a knowledge laying hold of — £ 
Truth, a ſantity breathing after eternal Life. 
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In the antient Heathen, tho there were many 
| parts | © 
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A ' parts of knowledge which the greateſt Chriſtians 
of might admire ; yet in the knowledge of the true 
God there was ſuch an eſſential detect, that the 
| leaſt of Chriſtians muſt pity. They did indeed 


9 in action and knowledge, in arts and ſciences, 
. carry human nature to its higheſt ſtature. But 
+ the Fathers and Biſhops of the primitive Church, 


; who to that knowledge added the knowledge of 
the Goſpel, became thereby greater, than by 
ne nature men could be. This joyning of the Chri- 
ſtian revelation to the Heathen learning, exalted 
the race of men, reſembling in the beſt ſence the 
el | intermarriage recorded Gen. vi. when the ſons of 
God took wives of the daughters of men, from whom 
; ſprang the giants. 
| Tis not within the compaſs of my time or 
3 | | purpoſe to deſcend to particulars, nor to open 
ir before you the rolls of thoſe holy Fathers, which 
| beginning from the Apoſtles in a regular un- * 
; interrupted ſucceſſion, * fate in the epiſcopal 
PT | thrones of Feruſalem, Antioch, Alexandria, and 
he | Rome, thoſe Patriarchal Churches, beſides thoſe 
n | Biſhops who govern'd in their ſubordinate Sees. 
* g Who can count their numbers? much leſs tell of 
their acts? Great as the Gentiles were, yet had 
of they been ten times greater, they were but few 
ad in number, and ſhew'd forth their greatneſs only 
ri. at Athens and at Rome. But theſe were innumera- 
"1 ble, planted throughout the world: the Eaſt and 
Sq Web were fill d with their glory; inſomuch that 
c. | the poor remote corners ot the earth, ſitting in 


ny b = Enſebius n bis | Eccleſ. Hiſt. has given Catalogues of theſe 
rts down 70 bis time, viz. . about the Tear 300. 
* dark. 
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darkneſs, enjoy'd in part the bleſſing of Bre and 
Sidon, upon whom great lights aroſe. It an 5 
be infinite to run round all nations, and to view | 
them ſeparately as ſhining in their ſeveral divi- 
fions : let us only behold them, or rather a part | 
of them, convened in a general council. What 
antient ſenate, or modern congreſs can be com- 
par d to the Nicene council in number or dignity | 
| 
| 
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of perſons, thoſe ſacred Ambaſſadors ſummon d 
to ſettle the peace of the Church? In number 
there were above three hundred Biſhops at once. 
In dignity far the greateſt part of them were alſo 
confeſſors, who having witneſſed a good confeſ—- 
fon before their perſecuting governors, as their 
maſter had done before Pilate, were the more ve- 
nerable for thoſe ſcars, the marks of the Lord Feſus, 
which on that account they hore in their body. 
The appearance of this aſſembly, when fitting to- 
gether, was ſuch, ſo far beyond any human ſight | 
or repreſentation, that the Hiſtorian, an eye- 
witneſs, faith, © > jt was a reſemblance of the 
Kingdom of Chriſt, and liker to a viſion than | 
« a reality.” Read the © teſtimany which Conſtan- 
tine the Great gave of theſe men; and behold, 
what treatment he ſhew'd them: he receiv'd them | 
into his palace, fate down with them at his table; 
but would not fit down with them in the comms | ö 
eil, without firſt asking their leave. Let our 
medern Arians, the relicts of that venomous 
ſeed, whoſe head was then bruiſed by the Ana- q 


= b Eulſeb. de vita Conſtant. libs 3. c. 15. = | 
c Conftantini epiſt. ad pop. Alexand. Socra. lid, 1 I. 1 
J Euſeb. de vit. Conſt. * 3. c. 10. 


A 5 en. a. ˙· . r / . ac , , 


4 8 * ound - Siri. — " CO HOY 


3 

$ 
Fe 
.D, 
2 


rt 
at | 
n- 


7 | 


(11) 


thema of that Council, ſend forth an hiſſing at 
© theſe acts of Conſtantine paid to our anceſtors : 
but wherever the Goſpel 


| poſterity, let theſe things be told for a memorial 


ſhall be preached by their 


him. 

We cannot ſtay in paſſing down thro' the ſuc- 
ceeding ages to caſt an eye upon, nor ſo much as 
to mention the other councils, general, national, 
provincial ; wherein thoſe holy Fathers fate as 


d Ambaſiadors ; much leſs to view them in their 


er 
. | 
{o | 
cir 
e- been more illuſtrious, if vt better than theſe. 
} Only this one thing the time allows, and the times 
{ oblige me to mention, as a glory inherent in the 
: character of the Fathers; that as they were ap- 
pointed by God to be the Ambaſladors, ſo were 
they acknowledged by men to be the beſt inter- 
1 preters of the word of God, that Law of the Moſt 
: High; even as the Judges in our Hraei, which 
tho not the authors, are referred to as the inter- 


ſeveral juriſdictions, wherein they ruled as Bi- 
ſhops: whoſe acts and decrees make fo great a 
part of the hiſtory of this world ; and withour 
the fame whereof one might juſtly fay, that the 
former days of the Gentile world would have 


preters of our Law. And as the reports and de- 


+ crees of antient Judges which now reſt in their 
. graves, are the rule of the preſent that ſit on our 
| tribunals ; as theſe ſtand and ast for the old paths, 
which is the good way; determining it to be the 
1 good, . 

mmterpretations of the Fathers, the authority of 
each taking place with their antiquity, have been, 
are, ought, and muſt be, the rule of judging in 


eld: fo the antient writings and 


all 
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all ſucceeding ages of the Church. Such is the | 
authority of the antient Fathers, next in degree, 
as in time, to that of the Apoſtles ; the Fathers 
as interpreters, the Apoſtles as enditers of the ho- 
ly Goſpel: both called to be preachers of it, both - 
our anceſtors in the Chriſtian Prieſthood. And | 
thoſe that are ſons, who believe the inſpiration 
of the one, generally ſubmit to the interprerati- | 
ons of the other. 
The Fathers then, to whom were committed | 
the cuſtody of the Oracles of God, and to whom 1 
we owe the interpretations thereof; from whom 
came the antient verſions of the Scriptures, in- | 
ſomuch that thro' the Eaſt and Weſt the word of 
life was read to every man in his own tongue, 
wherein he was born: they who compos'd, who | 


manag'd, and who recorded the ſeveral councils 
of the Church in every nation and century ; to 
whom we owe not only all the ecclefiaſtical hiſto- 
ry, but almoſt all the other annalsof the Chriſtian 
World: they who ſubdued hereſies ſtrong and 
mighty, putting to flight thoſe armies of the | 
Aliens, which in every age came up againſt the 
iſrael of God; thoſe whom pious Princes greatly | 
honour d, whilſt living; and whom the Church 
hath canoniſed, when dead : they who were 
Saints and Martyrs, exalting human nature above 
it ſelf, by lite and in death; theſe men of whom . 

the world was not worthy, theſe, the Faruzrs were 
our anceſtors.  _ be ; 
But leſt any one ſhould fay, that we boaſt of ' 
things without our line, of times and perſons 
remote from our alliance, we will come to our ; 
own 
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* own land. Neither will J ſeruple to look back 
into the days before the Reroxmartion, and to 
pPpraiſe thoſe famous Prelates, by whom very 
| great things were done to this nation. Theſe 
mien were the glory of their times, whatever thoſe 
| times were. Theſe were they, that founded the 
greater part of the Abbies and Monaſteries, which 
| however corrupted by time, (as they were great- 
ly corrupted,) were yet pious and charitable in 
| their inſtitution: inſomuch that all the poor of 
the nation were ſupported at their gates. There 
was no © burthen of that kind in thoſe days; 
which in theſe is grown to be an equivalent to 
tall the preſent charities, and almoſt all the Tax- 
» | es in the land. But theſe are ſwept away, and 
buried in oblivion : wherefore the dead cannot 
S 4 praiſe their founders. But the living, they ſhall 
0 praiſe them; the Carxeprar Churches, which 
ſurvive the devourings of time and ſacrilege, and 
are known to exceed in magnificence, as they 
do in worſhip, thoſe of other nations, theſe do“ 
proclaim to us the greatneſs of thoſe men, who 
could build ſuch Temples with their own 
ſtrength ; when Tunis, in which we now ſtand, 
_ glory of our nation, has been alſo the work 
of it. 1 | 
Other men, I confeſs, have in all times ador- 
ned our land with palaces, ſtrong and ſumptu- 
ous ; but then they have dwelt in what they. 
built : whereas the houſes, which our anceſtors 
have erected, have been palaces ; but then they 
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For the firſt Poors Tax was enafted, 43 Eliz, 
11 B | have 
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have been not for their families, Zut for the 
Lord God. 
But let us pais from the houſes of God to the | 
ſchools of the Prophets, our two UniversITiEs, 
Let us walk about them, and tell the towers 
thereof : and let us ask, who were the founders 
of, who the benefactors to, all this greatneſs ? 
Were they not almoſt all of the Eccleſiaſtick 
Order, men famous in their generations ; by 
whoſe endowments ſuch as neither Athens or 
Rome, neither the Heathen or Chriſtian world 
ever ſaw, this our land is in learning allowed to 
be the glory of all lands ? - Theſe two Semina- 
ries might not improperly be ſaid to be, as the 
eyes to the learned world ; in compariſon of 
which the foreign Univerſities appear as no- 
thing, are as nothing. But what is far beyond 
the excellency of their learning, 1s their care 
and ſupport of Religion ; theſe Bodies being 
doubtleſs the bulwark of our Church, as that is 
*of the Reformation. O ye ſchools of the Pro- 
phets, which according to the maxim of the 
great Prophet, are not without honour, abundant 
honour, ſave in your own countrey ; If I forget ye, 
whether in mirth or in heavineſs, let my right | 
haud forget her cunning. Ei 
But it the Clergy before the Reformation were 
great in their benetactions, thoſe ſince that great 
Era have by virtue of thoſe benefactions been 
great in their learning; nay, great in their bene- 
tations too, fince they brought an and accom- 
pliſhed the Reformation, For look and read, 
whoſe thoſe names are, and to what perſons 
1 they 
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they belong, that ſtand upon the liſt of our 
Rzroxmess: that compil'd our Liturgy, a mighty 

: work; that tranſlated the Scriptures into our 
mother tongue, opening that ſealed Book, which 
no other Order of men were able to open? 
Were not all and every of theſe of the Clergy, 
Biſhops and Fathers? Who were thoſe * Mar- 
tyrs, that ſeald the Covenant of the Reforma- 
tion, we truſt therefore an everlaſting Covenant, 
with their blood? Who were thoſe ® Champions, 
which afterwards took up the ſeveral challenges 
of Rome, and vanquiſh'd them, when all others 
in the camp of Jſrael ſtood diſmay'd 2 Theſe 
were the Clergy : and their defences are kept, 
like Goliabs ſword, behind the altar; and are 
the armour, wherein we truſt at this day. On 
the other hand, who were thoſe “ Watchmen, in 
their watchings unweary d, in their writings in: 
vincible, that after this expulſion of Popery kept 
the gates for almoſt an hundred years againſt the 
entrance of Presbytery, a defence equal to the 
victory of the former; if we conſider, that it 
was for many years preſs'd on by the united in- 
tereſts of foreign States where it was eſtabliſh'd, 
: and encourag'd by leaders at home, mighty men, 
who alſo kept the * keys to thoſe gates? A liſt 
of theſe I could produce, little inferiour to that 
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1 t Cranmer, Ridley, Larimer, Sc. , TI 
! #©& Jewel, Raynolds, Laud, Sc. againſt Harding, Hart, Fiſh- 


er, Se. 
1 Whitgift, Bancroft, Andrews, Hooker, SS. 4 
1 See the cbaraRer of Archbiſhop Abbot, Clarendon's Hifto- 


9, vol, 1. | 
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of our Reformers : eſpecially if I ſhould add to 
that liſt thoſe Martyrs and Confeſlors, a noble 
army, compos'd of many thouſands ; whoſe 
ſufferings, the firſt occaſion of this our ſolemn 
meeting, are recorded in a late book of * Mar- 
tyrology; a record which ovght to be kept in 
every ſanctuary, from which they were wicked- 
ly and cruelly expell'd.” Laſtly, when Popery 
was coming in upon us with ſuch terror, that all 
mouths were ſtopp'd, and all hands fell down, 
who were thoſe, that by writings and ſufferings 
ſet themſelves againſt it, going even into bonds 
and impriſonment 2 Theſe: were the Clergy of 
this Church, Biſhops and Presbyters; we call 
thoſe themſelves who ſuffered, and thoſe who 
were ſavd by their ſufferings, to witneſs for us 
at this day. 

I muſt omit to recount; what inimitable Prea- 
chers have ſprung from our Order in every age ; 
and what maſterly Writers, that wil: live 1n all 
ages. Neither has it been fruittul only to the 
ſupply and ornament of the Church; but out of 
its exuberancy every ſcience has borrow'd its 
profeſlors. Who have been thoſe | Chronologers, 
that have ſearch'd deepeſt into and ſettled the 
boundaries of antient times, relating to the whole 
world as well as to the Church of God? Who 
have been and are the reſtorers of antient lear- 
ning, learned editors next in merit to the au- 
thors? Who the inventors and improvers of 
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k Walker's ſuffer ings of the Clergy. 


I Mountague, Usher, Lydiat, Pearſon, Loyd, Ep. W. G. | 
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that ® Science, which alone can let us into the 


knowledge of Nature, and by her various ſcale 


teach us to comprehend the works of God, which 
he has made in number, weight and meaſure? E- 
ven theſe have moſt of them ſprung out of our 
ſacred Tribe, as if God had ordained to reveal 
himfelf in his works as well as in his word, by 
thoſe whom he had choſen. I will not conde- 
ſcend to mention the leſſer ornaments and auxi- 
liaries of learning, tho' out of theſe we could 
raiſe praiſe to our Order. Only this 1 will men. 
tion as the cloſe of all; that as the Clergy have 
abounded in all wiſdom and all knowledge, ſo 
have they not neglected the Apoſtles advice, to 
abound in the grace alſo of Charity, the greateſt 
of all, and moſt to be obſerv'd on this teaſt of 
Charity: whereof they have left ſuch * monu- 
ments even ſince the RxSsTORATION, as are able 

— 91 not 
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m Ou glured, Wallis, Ward, Barrow, c. 


n In confirmation of their character in THIS as in the fore- 
going particulars, I will inſert this account out of Dr. Cham- 
berlain's. Preſent State of England, where ſpeaking of former 
times, be ſaith ; « 

Great was the authority of the Clergy in thoſe days, and 
their memory ſhould be precious in theſe days, if we conſi- 
der, that they were the authors of ſo great benefits and ad- 
vantages to this kingdom; that there are few things of any 
importance for promoting of the welfare of this Church and 
Sta e, wherein the Biſhops and Prelates, under God, have 
not been the principal inftruments. The excellent Laws 
made by King Ina, King Athelſtan, King Edmond, and St. Ed- 
ward the Confeſſor, from whom we have our common 
Laws, and our Privilcges mentioned in Magna Charta, were. 


all made by the j:crſuations and advice of Archbiſhops and 
* | Biſhops 
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not only to put to ſilence the old objection of 
the Church of Rome, but alſo to put to ſhame 
men of other profeſſions and ſects, that have 

been furniſh'd with equal and greater abilities. 
There have ariſen among us men of great 
genius in that profeſſion, Which makes ſo mighty 
a figure 


— W 2 
* 


Biſhops named in our hiſtories. The union of the two 
Houſes of Tork and Lancaſter (whereby a long and bloody 
War was ended) was by the moſt wiſe ad vice and counſel of 
Biſhop Morton, then a Privy. Counſellor. The union of Eng- 
land and Scotland, that inexpreſſible advantage to both Na- 
tions, was brought to paſs by the long foreſight of the Reve- 
rend Biſhop Fox, a Privy- Counſellor, in adviſing Henry VII. 


to match his eldeſt daughter to Scotland, and his younger to 


France. Moſt of the great publick works now remaining in 
England, acknowledge their antient and preſent being, either 
to the ſole coſt and charges, or to the liberal contributions, 


or at leaſt to the powerful perſuaſions of Biſhops, as moſt 


of the beſt endowed Colleges in both our Univerſities, very 
many Hoſpitals, Churches, Palaces, Caſtles, have been foun- 
ded and built by Biſnops: even that famous chargeable and 
difficult ſtructure of London- Bridge ftands oblig'd to the libe- 
ral contributions of an Archbiſhop; and it was a Biſhop of 
London, at whole earneſt requeft William the Conqueror 
granted to the City of London fo large Privileges, that the 
Lord Mayor and Aldermen upon ſome folemn days of their 
reſort to St. Pauls Church, did before the late dreadful fire, 
go in proceſſion about the grave-ftone where that Biſhop lay 
interred. | 

We have been very particular in our former editions as to 
rhe Beneficence of our Engliſh Bifnops, in founding, build- 
ing, and augmenting Schools, Colleges and Hoſpitals, in 
repairing of Cathedral Churches and Epiſcopal Houſes, in 
their magnificent and uſeful works, publick Libraries, and 
the like; in the redemption of Captives from Algiers, all 


the Engi that were ſlaves there being at once redeemed by 


the Engliſg Biſhops, &e. 
< 
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aa figure in our land, I mean the Law. But it is 
the unavoidable diſadvantage of that profeſſion, 
that the knowledge of it, how conſummate ſo- 
ever, is but local, limited to our clime. Our 
municipal Laws, like our coin, tho' allyd in 
ſubſtance to thoſe of other nations, yet having 
| B 4 their 
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In theſe and ſuch like particulars you may there ſee that 
| Dr. William Fuxton, Archbiſhop of Canterbury's Beneficences 
3 amounted to —————_————__— 64000. 
© Dr. Gilbert Sheldon — $7000 (, 
| Dr. Brian Duppa — 46000 /. 
| Dr. Frewen, beſide Abatements = — — 5000, 
Dr. Coſins — 6500 . 
Dr. Warner — eee 
— — —_ 
| - | 307600 . 
i Beſides the Deans and Chapters there mentioned. 
bi Canterbury * = — — 16000 . 
i; Wincheſter — — C—— err 4580 J. 
# Durham emmonmmm_-———————— 300. 
1 Ely — — —— „ 1 
4 Exeter = — mn nn mmm — — 6c, 
ft Lincoln —___—/ﬆ_-o_ — — — I TO00 A 
|. Rocheſter — — — — Ioooo . 
0 Worceſter . — 5 19000 /, 
+ Vindſor - — — — — — 2385 001. 
1 York — . —— ——— Yoo l, 
Wells — — —— cw 66 
| 187800 l. 
4 Sum Toral ---- 495400 J. 
\ The reft doubtleſs parted with their Money proportionably; 


See the Edition of 1707; becauſe in that of 1708 the firſt 
Paragraph is dropp'd, and in that of 17510 the whole is left 
out: But tis hoped, ſo valuable a teſtimony in favour of 
| | the 
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their own ſtamp and allay, are current only in 

our OWN. | 
And as the knowledge in theſe is local, fo is it 
temporary. For they being founded on Cuſtoms 
alterable by Statutes, or on Statutes alterable by 
others, muſt of courſe change with the difference 
of times, and, like our coin too, paſs under various 
impreſſions. Wherefore the great profeſſors in it 
mult be content to live almoſt to their own times, 
as well as to their own land. Tho' their counſel 
ſhould be, as # one enquired of the oracle of God; 
yet it is chiefly that, which they counſel iu thoſe 
days, in which they live. But this is the advan- 
tage of the profeſlors in Divinity and in other 
ſciences, (which as I ſaid have chiefly ariſen out 
of our Order,) that their knowledge being foun- 
ded on eternal Truths, unbounded by place or 
time; as their ſound is gone into all lands, ſo will 
it deſcend thro' all ages. Such then have been 
the perſons, that have been of our Order, glori- 
ous 1n their times, in their memories immortal : 
of theſe will be glory, tho of our ſelves we do not 
lory. | 
; But foraſmuch as had the perſons fail'd, in no 
degree anſwering to the dignity of their Order, 


yet that it ſelf ſtands good; therefore I ſhall ſhew 
the excellency of it. 


— —{ _ 
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the Clergy, will be reſtored in future Editions, However this 
will be my excuſe for inſerting it here. 
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z, From the dignity of its inſtitution; in that 
it is a ſtanding Order of men, which God hath 
taken out from the world, and ordained to con- 
tinue to the end of the world; an Order perpe- 
tual, univerſal, unalterable. 
As grey-hairs give precedence to age, ſo do 
antient 'pedigrees to families : neither can we 
claim that prerogative for our nation upon a bet- 
ter plea, than by ſaying, it is an antient nation. 
But however nations themſelves, much more then 
families, ſeem to have their periods fixed, their 
appointed time, beyond which they ſhall not pals. 
But. this is the bleſſing. entail'd on the houſe of 
Levi, that it faileth not. As it was from the firſt 
cotemporary with Chriſt's viſible Church, ſo will 
it be coæval with it. It is a matter of fact, that 
the Chriſtian Prieſthood has already outlaſted the 
Aaronical above an age : and 'tis an article of 
faith, that it is to laſt thro all ages to come. 

If we look back to the antient ſes, thoſe pro- 
feſſed rivals of our Order, we find them to have 
been temporary things. They have made a tu- 
mult and a blaze perhaps for a century, and then 
vaniſhed away. And it we look to thoſe among 
us at this day, would it not ſeem inſulting to put 
to them that challenge of Tertullian, Edant 
Origines, Sc. let them ſet forth the originals 
* of their Conventicles; let them reckon up the 
Vorder of their Teachers, ſo running down by 
* their ſucceſſions from the beginning, as that 
** their firſt Teacher had one of the Apoſtles, or 
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9 Tertull. de præſcriptione adv. Hær. 


Apo- 


Acts v. 
38. 


Matt. 


Wl xxvI1i*2 you alway, even to the end of the world? no; an- | 


but perpetuity is the portion of ours. 


FX 


4 Apoſtol cal men, for his author or predeceſſor.” : 
Our Church and Order can well anſwer this 
challenge, by ſhewing an uninterrupted ſucceſ- 
fion of Biſhops, whoſe names {ſtand upon 
record, quite down from an Apoſtle to the laſt 
exalted to that honour. But as for ſome of our | 
ſects, we can produce perſons, that can out date 
their pretenſions. We have thoſe now living that 
knew their founders, faw and perhaps made uſe 
of them in their worldly occupations. Howe- 
ver certain it is, the hole of the pit whence theſe 
were digged, is but of modern diſcovery ; found 
out of man, and wrought for the purpoſes of 
man : and tho' we cannot fix the date of their 
ending, as we can of their original; yet we are 
aſſured, that ſince the thing is of man, it will come 
to nought. N 
If we paſs from religious ſects to ſecular or- 
ders or offices, erected in earthly governments, 
theſe, tho lawful and honourable, are likewiſe 
but of mans creation; and therefore may be 
diſſolved by thoſe that made them. Theſe are 
indeed generally greateſt in favour with the 
Princes of this world; and tis but natural they ' 
ſhould be ſo, every one delight ing in the work of | 
his own hands. And God himſelf hath fo far ho- 
noured them, as to command our obedience to 
them, as his own ordinance. But then to which 
of theſe ſaid God at any time, Behold I am with 
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tiquity may be the fortune of ſecular offices; 
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As it is an Order perpetual, the ſame thro! all 


times; ſo is it univerſal, the ſame in all places. 
| Whereas the greateſt of ſecular offices are but 
national: they are calculated to their own go- 


vernments : and moſt of them are without au- 


7 thority, many of them without name, fave in 
their own countrey. 


Laſtly, It is an Order that is unalterable. It 
admits of no new forms, no additions, no mix- 
tures of any kind whatſoever. Some have in 
their viſionary ſchemes dream'd, that Lay-elders 


might be added to the Order, lite the clay to the 
| feet of the golden image, for the ſupport of the 
body of Chriſt. But theſe have been found ne- 
ver to cleave unto it: they could only defile, but 
no way ſtrengthen. 


In truth, were the Chriſtian Prieſthood any 


leſs than of divine inſtitution, and ſo alterable 


by human powers, the Chriſtian Religion it ſelf - 


would ſoon be at an end. For by the appoint- 


ment or licenſe of the ſame powers it might 
come to paſs, what men (held o accurſed by 
our Church) wiſh might come to. pals ; that e- 
very man might worſhip God in his own way, 


might make or be his own prieſt : and every ſect 
= might ſet up its own device, crying to the mul- 
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P They are to be had accurſed, that preſume to ſay, that eve- 


ry man ſhall be ſaved by the law or ſect which be profeſſeth, 
' fo that he be diligent to frame his life according to that law, 
and the light of Nature, For holy Scripture dot 


ſet forth un- 


; to us onh the name of Jeſus Chriſt, whoreby men muſt. be 


| ſaved, Artic, of Religion, 18. 


| N 


titude 
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titude, Lo! here is Chriſt, and lo] there is Chriſt, 


till Chriſt and his Religion were no where to 
be found. Verily were this once become the 


law of man, farewel to the Goſpel of Chriſt. 


There is nothing fixed or immutable in this 
world, except the Church of Chriſt, and its 
holy prieſthood ; the immutability of both which 


1 


depends wholly upon that promiſe of Chriſt, 


that he will be with them alway, t ven unto the 
end of the world ; this promiſe enſuring them of 
his preſence, and his preſence cauſing their con- 
tinuance. We do not affirm, that. this promiſe 
is entail'd upon any particular Church. The 
Churches we read of in the Revelation, which 


we now only read of, are ſad evidences, that the 


; n OX 


moſt flouriſhing among them are not exempted ! 


from deſtruction. We acknowledge too, that 
ſome Churches may be defac'd in ſuch manner, 


as ſcarcely to bear any remains of Chriſt's q 
image, but only the ſuperſcription of his name. 
We acknowledge farther, that the Prieſthood 


hath in theſe latter days had ſome of its orders 
ſevered from it, reſembling the candleſtick with 


part of its branches broken off, very unbeſeem- 
ing, if not unſerviceable, to be hung up in the 
Temple of God. But this we affirm, which has 
always been a part of the Catholick Faith; that 
there ſhall never fail in ſome part of the earth a 
viſible Church of Chriſt, with its Prieſthood 


preſerving the integrity of its orders, Gracious 6 


is our God, who hath continu'd from the begin- 


ning this his promiſe unto us: thanks be unto 
. God for his unſpeakable gift. g 
Thus 


s 
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Thus we have look d back, tho' with too tran- 


ſient a view, unto the rock whence we were hewn : 


and have ſeen, what mighty pillars have for 


near two thouſand years been taken out thence; 
is 
ts poſtles, joyned together by Chriſt, the chief corner 
| fone, have all along ſupported the Church of 
| God. | 

1 We have ſeen alſo the tranſcendency of our 
Order, from the dignity and perpetuity of its 
1] inſtitution. That as we are taken from among 
men, ſo cannot we be taken away by men: 
| ſeeing we are made Prieſts not by the power 
of an human ordination, nor in this ſenſe af- 
1 ter the law of a carnal commandment ; but by 
virtue of the commiſſion of Chriſt, ſealed to 
3} thoſe whom the Holy Ghoſt ſhall in every 
age call to the Miniſtry. Tho' therefore the 


which being erected on the foundation of the A- 


perſons of men, of our great forefathers, who 
(as we have ſeen) are gone before us, of us 


Who now ſtand miniſtring, and of thoſe who 
! ſhall ſucceed us, are not ſuffered to continue by 
! reaſon of death; yet Chriſt hath. veſted in the 


Order, what he alſo received, an unchangeable 


ö Prieſthood. | 


I have now gone thro' the two heads I pro- 


: poſed; and am truly ſenſible, that 1 ought to 
apologize not only for the imperfection of 
what I have faid; but chiefly for the omiſſion 
of thoſe higher arguments and proots for the 
: dignity of our Order, on account of the powers 
| veſted in it, the honour of which is ſuch, that no 
man ever taketh them to himſelf, For to them 


IS 
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is a 4 Commiſſion given, as miniſters of Chriſt, || x 
and ſtewards of the myſteries of God, to diſpenſe |} n 
the Word, to preach the Goſpel, to adminiſter |} c. 
the Sacraments, to offer up Prayers and Thankſ- | f 
givings in the Houſe of God, to bleſs the people ſ 
in his Name, and in all things to wait at the t 
Altar, as in diverſe places of the Goſpel is appoin- | 
ted them. To them is committed alſo the power 

Matt. to ** looſe and bind, to looſe by f remitting fins 
vi. 19. to the penitent, and to bind by retaining fins to 
TO ** the obſtinate ; yea to f reject and cut off from 
1 Tir. iii, the Church hereticks, and reprobate offenders. 
10. And to the higheſt Order of them is commit- | 
ut Cor. v. ted the power ot /aying on of hands, in“ confirming | 
acts the baptized, and in f ordaining men to the Mini- 
viii. 6. ſtry. Theſe things doth our Church hold, and 
Tim. to the truth of theſe do all that miniſter therein, 
V. 22. . | 
| ſubſcribe 4 * . 
But the time would not allow me to ſpeak of 
theſe, Only I appeal to the Word of God, to 
which the conſciences of men muſt appeal, and 
therefore tothe © common faith, not to the com- 
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q Although in the viſible Church the evil be ever mingled 
wit the good, and ſometimes the evil have chief authority isn 
adminiſtration of the Word and Sacraments : yet foraſmuch as | | 
they do the ſame, not in their own name, bur in Chriſt's, and 
do miniſter by his ComMisSION and AUTaORITY, Se. Art, ( 
of Rel. 26. : | F 
r See form of Abſolution in viſiting the ſick, 
. i That perſon which by open denunciation of the Church i, 
rightly cut off from the unity of the Church, and excommuni- 
cate, ought to be taken of the whole multitude of the faithful, 


; { 
| | 
as an Heathen and Publican, until be be openly reconciled by ; 
penance. Art. 33, | 


mon 
2 
; $a 


ft, | 
iſe | 
_ 
E 
le | 
hne 
n- | 
er | 
ns 

to 


(27) 
mon ſenſe of Chriſtians, if theſe, powers belong 
not to our Order. They are not © preſumptuous 
claims, ſet up and kept up by all Chriſtian Bi- 
ſhops, quite down from the Apoſtles to the pre- 
ſent Fathers of this Church, with that black in- 
tent, that thereby they might become the ter- 
rors 15 men, Or create to themſelves the horror of a 
dreadful veneration. Neither are they © terms 
of art, vain words, niceties and trifles ; but real = 
powers, real gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, given un- EPheſ. iv. 


to men by the laying on of hands and prayer, © 

1 when he makes them overſeers over the Church of 

God. Good God! who ſhall call that vain or 
trivial, which the Spirit of Wiſdom hath made 

1] neceſſary for carrying on his eternal purpoſes, 
which he purpoſed in his Church, for the perfe- Ibid, xii. 
n, | 


Qing of the Saints, for the work of the Miniſtry, 


for the edifying of the Body of Chriſt 2 Surely it 


o 


and was immediately thruſt out, and for ever cut 
'd \ off from the houſe of the Lord : of how much ſorer 


LY 
LY 
x 
is 
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under the Law he, who preſumed without con- 


ſecration to offer incenſe, invading the ſacerdotal 
Powers, was moſt remarkably ſmitten of the Lord 


with a puniſhment adapted to his ſacrilegious 


£ 


boldneſs ; for he became leprous in his forehead, 2 Cbron. 


XXVle20, 
21» 


punifhment, ſuppoſe ye, ſhall he be thought worthy, 
who having received theſe powers from the Holy 
Ghoſt, ſealed to him at the Altar by laying on 
of Hands and in the blood of the Covenant, ſhall 


7+ after all this do ſuch deſpite to the Spirit of Grace, 


as to caſt them away in deriſion into the dirt of 


the ſtreets, to be trodden under foot of the mul- 
„ || titude. 


But 
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But T muſt haſten to my laſt head. Having 
then, my brethren, looked back and ſurveyed | 
the great and glorious men, that have ſucceſſive- 
ly been of our Order, I come, as the proper | 
effect of ſuch a view or retroſpect, f 

3%, To exhort you to manifeſt your relation 
to them, by imitating their examples, and by | 
walking worthy of ſuch a deſcent: 

It, Let us jhew to the world, that we inherit | 
the principles of our Fathers, by our ſtedfaſt ad- | 
herence to the Church of Exgland, at whoſe altars 
they ſerv'd,and from which we our ſelves were fed. 
To this end let us imitate their conſtancy, eſpe- | 
cially in two inſtances ; 1*, In holding faſt to her 
Doctrine againſt the attacks of Popery ; And, | 
2%, to her Diſcipline againſt theunderminings of 
Presbytery. 1 

i*® Let us be conſtant to her Doctrine; re- 
membring that we are the deſcendants of thoſe, ' 
who under the firſt Popiſh Reign after the Refor- 
mation reſiſted unto blood ; and that we are the 
immediate children of thoſe, who under a late 
Popiſh Reign reſiſted unto bonds. So that the 
dread of Popery is in all of us hereditary, in 
many of us inborn. Beſides this abhorence a- 
gainſt the ſanguinary methods of Rome, there is 
one thing that ſhould inflame our reſentment a- | 
gainſt her, which is her witchcraft, (for witch- |: 
craſt it is) whereby ſhe makes the ſuſpicion of ! 
Popery to cleave unto the Clergy and to their ſeed; | 
notwithſtanding that from the martyrdom of | 
our Reformers down to the late impriſonment | 
of our Biſhops, from the Reformation down to 


this 
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this day, they (J might ſay they alone) have 
by their pens and tongues, by their writing 
and preaching, by their acting and ſuffering, 
proved to the world, that they have hated her 
corruptions with a perfett hatred. However let 
not the abhorrence of one extreme drive us, 
like the children of fear or fully, into the o- 
ther: but like the ſons of wiſdom and cou- 
rage. 

24%, Let us ſhew the ſame conſtancy to the 
Diſcipline of our Church againſt the under- 
minings of Presbytery ; remembring, my bre- 
thren, as we muſt remember, that we are the 
ſons ana grandſons of thoſe great, men, Mar- 


tyrs and Confeſſors, who ſuffered under their 


perſecution, when they made havock of the 
Church, haling into priſon men and women, our 
ejected forefathers and their wives, with their 
children hanging at their breaſts ; ,for the redreſs 
of whoſe ſufferings this CoxpoRATION was foun- 
ded, and the remembrance whereof is ſuffici- 
ent to mingle tears with this our anniverſary 

rejoycing. | 
But, my brethren, this manifeſtation of our 
principles is not enough: our proteſtations a- 
gainſt theſe two adverſaries do by no means 
ſhew our real profeſſions. We of the Church 
of England wear the name of ProrTesrants 
with other nations, as proteſting againſt Po- 
pery; and we deſerve it above them all. 
But this only founds our negative character, 
declaring what we are nor. But the _ 
C © 
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teſt of our relation or deſcent. Behold, faith 
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of Engiand demands of her ſons principles, that 
are poſitive, real, and definitive, what they are. 
Conſent to her Doctrine ſet forth in her Agric: ss 
and Hom1t1ts, and conformity to her Diſcipline 
preſcribed in her Liruxzcy and Canons ; theſe 
ſpecify and define the character, and ſtamp the 
denomination belonging and appropriate to the 
ſons of this Church. 

As God has divided us into ſeveral profg(lt- 
ons; fo has he placed us, as at ſeveral ſtations, 
to guard his Church, ſome by their learning, 
{ome by their counſel, ſome by their wealth, 
ſome by their authority, but all by their con- 
ſtancy. It is incumbent on us chiefly, who 
are bred up to the Miniſtry, to defend its 
rights: but then it is incumbent on you, to 
defend us. Ye fee and hear that againſt us 
is the open cry of the adverſary: againſt us 
Shepherds is-the rage of ravenous wolves, be- 
cauſe we keep up the fences of the fold. Where- 
fore your union or diſperſion, your defence or 
deſtruction , is bound up with ours. For be ye 
aſſured, could they in this ſenſe ſmite the ſhep- 
herd, the ſheep would immediately be ſcattered. 

But, 2%, As we ſhould inherit their princi- 
ples, ſo ſhould we tranſcribe their practice. 

When the Jews affirmed, that Abraham was 
their father, our Saviour reply'd, that if they 
were Abraham's children, then weuld they do the 
works of Abraham. *Tis reſemblance in our a- 
ctions and not in our perſons, that is the true 


our 
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our Lord, my mother and my brethren. Who Mark 11 


were thoſe > They that did the will of his fa-3* 
7. 

I verily believe, there are many peculiar and 
inviſible bleſſings vouchſated to us above other 
men purely upon the account of our birth. 
But a bleſſing viſible, and next, if not equal, 
to that of our birth, is the benefit of our e- 
ducation. Happy are we, that we are born 


of, but happier yet that we are bred up by 


ſuch parents : under whoſe roof we have dwelt 


as within the verge of the tabernacle, where 


from our youth up we have been bleſſed with 
the morning and evening facrifice ; where our 
eyes have ſeen no ill examples, nor our ears 


heard any corrupt communications; where we 


have fat at the feet of our fathers, liſtening 
to their inſtructions, and have been moulded 
by their hands into all virtuous impreſſions: 
an advantage, my brethren, not to be obtain- 
ed in the houſes and among the children of 
Nobles, nor to be bought with a price. For 
tho' thoſe families are viſibly beſt diſciplin d 
and governed, where our daily miniſtrations 
keep up the power and face of Religion ; tho' 


they find their account in that direction, not Deut. xii; 


to forſake the Levite ſo long as they live; yet "9 
there is a great difference in the œconomy, 
where the Levite officiates as a miniſter, and 
where he governs as a maſter. So that in his 


own houſe only the authority of a maſter, the 


affection of a father, the skill of an inſtructor, 
| C2 the 
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the faithfulneſs of a counſellor, being added to 
and ſanctified by the office of the Prieſt, do 
all concur and co-operate, to fix the impreſſi- 
on of goodneſs deep upon the hearts of his 
children, and to work upp their education to a 
perfection, no way attainable in the houſes of 
other men. 

But then to whom God has given ſuch advan- 
tages, of them will he reguire the more. And 
the world it ſelf exacts it of us, tho it will al- 
low it in us alone. For that profeſſed ſtrictneſs 
of behaviour and ſanity of life is commenda- 
ble in the ſons of Clergymen, which in others 
can hardly, in this licentious age, eſcape. the 
cenſures of oſtentation or hypocriſy. Ye may 
be good, and appear good: others tho equally. 
good, are not allowed to make a ſhew of it o- 
penly. Your goodneſs may paſs to and fro 
without examination: that of other men has not 
this privilege ; but is obliged to give frequent 
proofs, to exhibit as it were teſtimonials, that it 
is not counterſelt. 5 

Beſides, as ye are ſcattered in Jacob, ſpread 
into every tribe and calling, ſo tis greatly in 
your power to diffuſe Religion into all. As 
a little leven levens the whole lump, ſo one 
_ righteous family will influence a neighbourbood. 
There is in all places a ſeed of evil doers, which 
ſpreads it felf, becauſe it is a feed or generati- 
on; and their wickedneſs grows by fraternities. 
Te are a choſen generation, holy by deſcent, holy 
by education. It is doubtleſs therefore in your 

7 | | | power, 
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power, as well to reform, as in the others to 
corrupt the generations of men. 

But the laſt quality, or grace, which we 
ſhould tranſcribe from the examples of our 
anceſtors, rooted in their principles, and aboun. 
ding in their practice, is that moſt excellent 
gift of Charity. It we look back to thoſe migh- 
ty mſtances of it in antient times, their foun- 
ding of Colleges, Schools, and Hoſpitals, theſe 
mult be matter of our praiſe rather than imi- 
tation. Bnt the. charity of our own parents 
in their narrow diſtricts hath been exemplary, 
to their power, yea, we bear” them witneſs, and 
beyond their power. Their charity has general. 
ly flow'd but from a little cruſe; which yet 
has been ſeen to flow continually; but whence 
it came, that it no oftener fail d, has been in- 
viſible and next to miraculous. Wherefore 
as we ſhould walk in the footſteps of our fa- 
thers, ſo ſhould we open our hands, as they did, 
in all works of Charity; as men, in our private 
{ſpheres ; as fellow citizens, in all publick con- 
tributions. : | TIEN 

I cannot paſs by without earneſtly recom- 
mending thoſe Schools of Charity, ſet up for 
the education of poor children, which are the 
work and wonder of this age and nation, and 
the bleſſing of Heaven. For tho they have 
been induitriouſſy planted, and as plentifully 
watered ; yer by the incredible ſwiftneſs of 
their propagation, ſo fuperior to the uſual 
working ot human means, it appears, that 
#7101 C 3 | they 
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they have zncreaſed with the increaſe of 
God. 

But this body, founded and incorporated 
fo2 relief of the pooz widows and childzen of Clergy- 
men, tho' partly of the like nature, has ſome 
peculiar differences and advantages, that may 
be ſpoken on its behalf. | 

1* It has the ſtamp and recommendation of 
publick authority, by which its Charter was 
originally founded, and by which it has ſince 
been enlarged ; fo that it enjoys a double con- 
firmation from the Tyuroxnz. Wherefore in 
giving to thoſe Schools, our Charity flows on- 
Iy into a collection; but in giving to this, it 
is receivd into a foundation. And ſhould any 
evil ſurmiſe be caſt upon this Charity, that it 
is for the ſupport of a rebellious ſeed ; the ve- 
ry words of our Charter teſtify, that this Roy- 
al favour was granted in conſidcration of the great 
ſufferings of the Clergy of England for their loyalty : 
words worthy to be written with a pen of 
iron, and to be graven upon the horns of our 
altars. No: were there need of any farther 
witneſs for the loyalty of our Clergy, ſo a- 
bounding in the hiſtories, records, and annals 
of the Kingdom, this very Charter is hence- 
forth a ſanding record, that the houſe of Levz 
is not a rebellious houſe. 

2%, The ſupport of this Charity is generally 
carried on within our own Body, not indeed ex- 
cluſive of, nor unthankful for the free-will offer- 
ings of others, lovers of our Sion, and of the 


ſons 
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ſons thereof. God reſtore it ſeven-fold to them» 
and to their children after them. Not but the 
ſettled endowments given to it hitherto have 
been generally from perſons of the houſhold of 
the Clergy, moſtly of the Order. 
3%, The objects of this Charity, are partly 
of a diflering, and of a far more moving nature. 
When we recommend thoſe Schools to the Con- 
gregation, as it is our office and delight to do, 
we intercede then for the children of the poor 
in general, whether orphans or not. But here 
we not only ſolicit for the fatherleſs, but more- 
over plead the cauſe of the widows : ſuch father- 
leſs and ſuch widows, whom the world it ſelf, 
in honour to the deceaſed, and to the Church 
of God, will not permit to be put upon the level 
with other poor, nor to partake of the com- 
mon methods of ſupport, or education. And 
whither ſhould they go 2 whither but to the 
houſhold of their brethren ? 

Adverſity always appears in a darker veil, 
when worn by perſons of merit, and that in 
proportion to their merit. When therefore we 
behold widows, which for their piety and good 
works might in the Apoſtles definition be called 
widows indeed, labouring under the weight of 
children, the difficulties of fortune, and pro- 
bably the infirmitics of age; when numbers of 
rheſe perſons of good birth and equal educa- 
tion ſhall be found in the houſe of affliction, 
there is not a more affecting conſideration in hu- 


man lite. 
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As for the relicts of men of a ſuperior rank, 
who have from the poſſeſſion fell to the loſs 
of all. things, the examples of ſuch are rare ; 
and when they happen, they ſtrike us rather 
with conſternation than compaſſion. And as 
for the relicts of thoſe placed in the ranks 
below us, as the alteration upon the death of 
the husband is leſs, ſo they themſelves are 
better able to bear it, had it been greater, 


For their tempers are naturally of an hardier 


metal, which is generally confirmed and inu- 
red by a rougher education and courſe of life; 
ſo that they can ſupport with eaſe thoſe 


ſtrokes of fortune, which fall too heavy up- 
on perſons of à finer diſpoſition. The edu- 


cation of theſe proves now their diſadvan- 


tage: and the greater happineſs of their for- 


mer eſtate does but quicken the ſenſe of the 
alteration. | 

There is no need furely of pleading then for 
the fatherleſs, if the widow her ſelf be deſolate: 
tor if the vine fall to the ground, ſo muſt the 
branches. Many other arguments, . many ag- 
gravations might be added to this repreſenta- 
tion and picture of their miſery : but I chuſe 
to draw a curtain before it, as knowing, that 
whilſt T awaken your pity, I feed the ſcorn of 
the adverſary. | 


For J am conſcious, it will be asked, how 


comes it that the ſeed of Levi, thus bleſſed 


of the Lord, the poſterity of ſuch a glorious 
Order of men, ſhould be thus n. or 
vorn 
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born to extremities, and to receive alms from 
the mothers womb ? Go thou ſcorner, go round 
the coaſts of Sion, through all the diviſions of our 
Church; tell the number of her TImyxoyzIatIONs ! 
How many are there that wait at the altar, who 
are not partakers of that altar > How many hun- 
dreds are there of our fathers and brethren, that 
have upon them the charge of thouſands, labou- 
ring in the Miniſtry day and night, whilſt they 
their wives, and their little ones, would be led 
of the fragments, that come from the IuPROPRIA“/ 
tors fable? But J am unwilling to tell their 
number; I am unwilling to call up ſo ill a 
fame upon the memory of the Retormation. 
However, were theſe the only ſubje& of our 
complaint, the unhappineſs and ill fate, which 
are univerſally thought to purſue and cleave 
unto thoſe tenures, might in time induce the 
poſſeſſors of them to ſend them back again, as 
the Philiſt ines did the Ark, to their own place. 1 Sam. vi. 
But there are thouſands of Cures of different 2: 
titles and tenures, the yearly maintenance where- 

of, I bluſh to * ſpeak it, are far inferior to the 
uſual hire or ſupport of the meaneſt domeſticks ; 

ſo much leſs regard is paid by men to thoſe who 

wait at the Lord's table, than to thoſe who 
ſtand round their own. What man is there 

that calls himſelt a Churchman or a Chriſtian, 


— 
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t The number of impropriated Livings are above 3500, 
which is more than a third of all the — in England, be- 
ing in number ſomewhat above ooo. 


but 


Prov. xxx 
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but muſt look with weeping eyes and a bleeding 
heart upon this little patrimony or pittance of 
the Church, which fraud, rapine and rebellion 
have left; which ſacrilege, hungry like the 
grave, and like the grave never ſatisfied, hath 
not yet eaten up? 'Tis ſtrange, exceeding ſtrange, 
that the poverty of theſe ſhould be ſeldom made 
uſe of, unleſs perhaps to ſet off and upbraid the 
tew more plentiful proviſions, which holy men, 
generally Biſhops, have dedicated to the honour 
of God's Church, by annexing them to the 
higher dignities thereof. But what are theſe en- 
vied proviſions, even the moſt plentiful of theſe 2 
Whatever they were, they have been ſo ſeverely 
” retrench'd, that moſt of them are now ſcarce 
anſwerable to the burthen, that attends them at 


the entrance, or in the diſcharge. Should I ſay, 


that the conſorts of Biſhops, holy, learned, and 
even frugal men, have been left beggars, I 
ſhould ſay but what I know. Every one knows, 
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In the Reigns of K Edw. 6. and Q. Eliz. many of the beſt 
Manors were taken or granted away from the Biſhopricks ; and 
from the Deaneries and Chapters not a few, 

Phat thro' the defalcat ions from the revenues of the ſuperior 
Clergy by theſe means, and from thoſe of the inferior thro' the 
number of Impropriations, the multitude of Abbey-lands and 
others exempted from paying tythes, thro' the great waſte of the 
Rebellion, and other daily incroachments, our Clergy are become 
the worſt provided for of any in the Chriſtian world. Not but 
had there been none of theſe ſubſtractions from them, yet Heylin 
in his Trae concerning Hebes, proves this point: That ne- 
ver any Clergy in the Church of God hath been or is main- 


« tained with leſs charge to the. ſubject, than the eſtabliſhed 


 & Clergy of the Church of England. 


that | 
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that there are hundreds, yea thouſands of ſecu- 
lar offices, entered into with little coſt, ſup- 
ported with as little hoſpitality, the revenue 
whereof equals that annexed to moſt of our 
Biſhopricks : and there are ſome, which in value 


would balance them all, when put into the ſcale 
together. 


It is wonderful to conſider the difference of 


times. Our anceſtors had ſuch an affection 
to the Church and Clergy, that nothing was 
thought too much for their ſupport : Statutes 
of Mortmain were thought neceſſary, and were 
neceſſary, to bind up their hands from making 


perpetual augmentations. In theſe latter ages, 


not only every gift has been deem'd a waſte, 


| but every right a remainder of {ſuperſtition ; 


or to complain in Hooters words, © to give 


** ought to the Church hath ſmelt of Judaiſm or 


% Popery ; but to take from it, been term'd Re- 
formation: inſomuch that reſtraining Sta- 


tutes have been alſo made, being found as ne- 


ceſſary, to prevent perpetual alienations. Vet 
that which makes this difference the more 
wonderful is, that the learning and merit of 
the preſent Clergy is as much increaſed, as 
their maintenance is diminiſhed. We have 
Presbyters lying hid in every dioceſe, who for 
their labour in the Word might challenge dou- 
Ble honour, who for their eminency in learn- 
ing would adorn a Mitre. And as for the ge- 
neral body of the Clergy, however ill ſupport- 
ed or ill ſpoken of, this we affirm, and this 

we 
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we inſiſt upon, as a truth beyond all contra- is 
diction ; that no Church on earth hath or e- | of 
ver had a Miniſtry, ſo abounding with learn- fu 
ing, ſo highly to be eſteemed for their works || ce 
| Jake, or any thing like, any thing comparable | pe 
to that, which this Church may glory in at | 
this very hour. Neither doubt we, but God pe 
will cauſe the ſame rod of Aaron, which hath kr 
thus as it were miraculoufly put forth, {till to | an 
bud and bloſſom more abundantly ; to be al 
memorial to all 7ſrael, that the Lord hath cho- 
ten the ſeed of Aaron to miniſter betore him ; | gf 
and if the other tribes give them not their al. br 
lotted portion, that the Lord himſelf will be their | ed 
inheritance. © S6 

Thanks be to our God, that he hath ſhnew- vw. 
ed, that he is our inberitauce and we his care, 
by turning of late the hearts and hands of ma- | 
ny towards us, thro the wondrous influence 
of the Royal Benefaction, left us by our late 
molt pious, moſt bountiſul, moſt beloved Queen ; | 
| who as ſhe always, like Nehemiah, ſpake com- 

2 Chron, fortably to the Levites, that taught the good know- 
| xxx. 22. ledge of the Lord; fo ſhe ſhewed, that ſhe tru- 
_.. ly loved them by that unparallel'd act of her 
__— Bovxry ; a Bounty which now ſtands open as 
n holy fund or treaſury, like that at Jeruſalem, 
for the ſervice of the Temple: into which it 
is a pleaſing view to Chriſtians as it was to 
Chriſt, to /%t and behold how multitudes caſt in, 
F out of a joint love which they bear to the] 

=, Church, and to the memory of that bleſſed 

'S, Nurſing- | 
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Nurſing mother of the Church: a Bounty, which 
is co-ordinate with, tho' ſuperior to, the deſign 
of this Corporation; that being to prevent in 
future ages, this to ſupply in the preſent the ne- 
ceſſities of the Clergy and their poſterity ; that 
being to work out the inveteracy of the cauſe, 
this to aſlwage the preſent miſery of the diſtem- 


per. Her name therefore ought to ſtand the 


firſt in the rolls of BenefaQors to the Clergy, 
and to be mentioned, yea magnified on this day 
with our united acelamations. | 

On this day likewiſe let the loving-kindnefs 
of our Royal Fovuxoprx alway be had in Remem- . 
brance, who in his princely © compaſſion found- 
ed our Charter : and no leſs that of our preſent 
SoveRE1GN, Who in his molt gracious diſpoſition 
was pleaſed to enlarge it, and that to an extent 
not only beyond our preſent neceſſity, but 
chiefly tor the reception of future augmenta- - 
tions. 

Next to theſe Royal patterns let the name of 
our late munificent“ Bexxtracror be ever ho- 
noured ; whoſe Charity to theſe widows and 
their ſons exceeding the extent of our Charter, 


A man reſembling Eliſpa in his character, as 
well as his benefaction. For as he was a Pro- 
phet himſelf, yea the ſon of a Prophet ; ſo God 


— . — — 
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w Dr, Turner, whoſe Benefaction amounts to 20000 l. 


made 


reſembles that of Eliſba tothe like objects, when ! Kings i. 
the oyl flowed beyond the capacity of the veſſels. ? K 


(42) 


made him Governour over a * School of tlie 
Prophets, out of which he had raiſed to his 
Church ſome of thoſe greateſt 7 Lights before 
cited, which gratitude obliges me to mention to 
its everlaſting renown. 

This Benefaction, beſides. its own greatneſs, 
has by that greatneſs an attractive force, and 


will of courſe draw into it leſſer Benefactions. | 


For before very good Diſciples never had it in 
their thoughts to offer their few /oaves and fiſhes, 
their ſmall abilities, ſo unequal to the numbers 
to be fed. For without a miracle what were theſe 
among ſo many it would rather mock, than feed 
ſo great a multitude. But now after the reple- 
niſhment of this great Benefaction, every additi- 
on will henceforth have its effect; after the re- 
freſhment of this plentiful ſhower over all the dry 
ground, the very drops of rain will water the earth. 
Wherefore it is our part always on this Anniver- 
ſary meeting to return thanks to God for this 
and all other Benefactors, with earneſt prayers, 
that he would daily add to their number. 

It is high time, more than time, I ſhould come 
to a concluſion : which I ſhall do, after having 


added theſe few words relating to this our ſolemn | 


meeting. A pleaſant thing it is, the more plea- 
ſant, becauſe rare, to behold brethren to dwell to- 
gether in unity. But to behold them to teſtify 
their unity by aſſembling in the houſe of God, 


is moreover a bleſſed thing. We read, that in| 


x Corpus Chriſti Coll. Oxon. | 
y Jewel, Raynolds, Hooker, Jackſon, Pocock. 
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Solomon's temple at the feaſt of its Dedication, 


when the Levites, accompany'd with an hundred: Chron: 
and twenty Prieſts, lifted up their voice with trum . 12, 13. 


pets and cymbals, and inſtruments of muſick, to 
praiſe the Lord ; how it came to paſs, as they were 
one, to make one ſound to be heard in praiſing and 
thanking the Lord, that then the houſe was filled 
with a cloud. We, a like aſſembly, Prieſts and 
Levites with our brethren, are met together in 
this Temple of our Jeruſalem: and we have liſt- 
ed up our united voices, we have been as one, in 
praiſing the Lord. Great is this Houſe, and glo- 
rious is this Worſhip,which hath herein been now 
made unto him. Is there any thing on this ſide 
Heaven? I know not any thing, to be compared 
to what our eyes have ſeen, and our hands have 
offered up unto the Lord this day? Doubt ye 
not therefore, but that he favourably accepts us 


and our offering; and that his bleſſing actually 


reſts upon us, tho' wrapt up and covered in a 
cloud. And after that it (hall be ſealed to us by 


him, who is appointed t lift up his hands over Ecclus. A 
the congregation, to give the bleſſing of the Lord, 20. 


let us depart hence to the houſe of feaſting : 
there let us perfect this our ſolemn Feaſt-day, by 
adding to theſe offices of piety, temperance ; 
and to temperance, charity. But let us take 
heed that 0 ſpot be ſeen in this our feaſt of Cha- 
rity. And then may we depart unto our tents, 
as the people did from the feaſt of Dedication, 
glad and merry of heart for all the goodneſs the 
Lord ſhall have ſhewed unto us this day. 
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